
Speed	  

 
At least once a lesson I get asked ‘what’s the speed limit on this road? 

Let’s see if I can make it simple; 

                              	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  

	  Unless you see signs showing otherwise, 

 a limit of 30 mph usually applies to all traffic on all roads with street 
lighting.  

The limit signs are placed on both sides of the road at the beginning of the limit 
for better visibility, and awkwardly, they are often placed just as you enter a 
new road. Quite often, you’re too busy negotiating the turn safely to spot the 

sign, so they place another ‘repeater’ sign a little further up the road on the 
next couple of lampposts 

 In certain instances you will see speed signs with a different coloured border. 
These signs are being put up across the UK and have been designed to WARN you 
about what's going to happen further along a road, around a corner for instance. 
The black edged signs are situated before a slower speed limit takes effect - 
where the red edged signs are located - to WARN a change is about to happen, 
and are therefore advisory. A green border on a sign means it is a request, 
usually seen around schools. 

                                          

 In most residential streets, across the whole country, the ‘Twenty’s Plenty’ 
campaign has managed to reduce the speed limits to 20mph. Local councils can set 
their own speed limits in certain areas, and these must be clearly signed. Accident 



statistics show that at 30mph, nine out of ten children hit by cars either die or 
receive life changing serious injuries. At 20mph, nine out of ten survive. You will 
probably remain uninjured when you hit and kill a child - but the memory will stay 
with you. Anywhere with speed bumps the speed is 20mph. 

 

        Any increase in speed above 30mph is usually dependent upon 
the kind of road you’re using. The less possibility of danger, the higher the speed 
allowed.  

A 40mph limit is usually allowed if there are fences separating the footpath from 
the road for instance, or the road is a little distance from the houses.  As the 
threat lessens, so the speed limit tends to rise allowing a 50mph	  (rather than 60 
mph) limit on a stretch of road with sharp bends or a number of side roads. 

 

Then we get the ‘National Speed Limit’ sign. This often confuses as to why 
it just doesn’t say a speed like the rest of them. The reason is that a van or 
truck above 2 tons has a different speed limit in this area to a car or van under 2 
tons. Each kind of vehicle has a different limit and it’s up to the driver of the 
vehicle to know that limit. 

Here’s a list 

National speed limits 

Type of vehicle Single 
carriageways 
mph 

Dual 
carriageways 
mph 

Motorways 
mph 

Cars and small vans 
 ( max 2ton ) 

      60       70       70 

Cars towing caravans 
or trailers 

      50       60       60 

Buses, coaches and 
minibuses 

      50       60       70 

Goods vehicles 
( less than 7.5t) 

      50       60 70 (artic 60) 

Goods vehicles  
 ( more than 7.5t) 

      40       50       60 

 



Dual carriageway  

The definition of what is regarded as a dual carriageway and what is understood 
to be a single-carriageway can be confusing for some. 

In order for a road to be classed as a dual carriageway, the two directional flows 
of traffic must be separated by a central reservation. A road where the two 
directional flows of traffic are only separated by painted road lines regardless of 
the number of lanes a road is comprised of is considered a single carriageway. 

	  Single carriageway with 3 lanes. 

This type of road is still considered to be a single carriageway as the lanes on 
opposite sides of the road are not physically separated by a central reservation. 

 Single carriageway with 1 lane in each 
direction. 

This type of road is classed as a single carriageway as the lanes on opposite sides 
of the road are not physically separated by a central reservation. 

	  Dual carriageway with 2 lanes in each direction. 

This type of road is classed as a dual carriageway as there is a central 
reservation separating the traffic on opposite sides of the road 



Motorway or Dual carriageway? 

Check the sign colours. Blue for motorway- green for Dual carriageways. 

Appropriate Speed 

At the end of the day, the speed you travel at should be decided by the weather, 
the road conditions and the surrounding area. You wouldn’t travel along a motorway 
at 30mph as that’s just dangerous. Neither would you drive past a school at 3pm 
at 45mph, or even 30mph,or even 20! 

Always travel at a speed that enables you to stop within the distance you can see 
to be clear ahead and are certain would remain clear in the time it would take you 
to stop.	  Approach junctions and hazards at the correct speed so you can have time 
to 

                Assess – Decide – Then Act 

                   Either to stop or go. 

Remember that weather conditions can significantly affect what this stopping 
distance would need to be. Remember the ‘2 second rule’? It needs to be 4 
seconds in wet weather, and 10 seconds in snow and ice. 

The 2 Second Rule 

‘Only a fool breaks the 2 second rule’ takes 2 seconds to say. Wait until the 
vehicle ahead passes a stationary object and say the rhyme. If you complete 
saying it before you reach the same object you’re a safe distance behind the 
vehicle in front 


