
Crossroads 

	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	    
When two roads cross, the junction is called a crossroads. In most cases, one of them is a major 
road and the other is a minor road. But not always: sometimes both roads have equal status 
Many skills you have already learned – turning left and right from major to minor roads, and 
emerging from minor to major roads (peep and creep etc.) are relevant to crossroads. 

Spotting crossroads 

You could easily miss a crossroads. Whichever direction you approach from, your road appears to 
carry straight on. Look out for road signs and for markings running across or to the side of the 
road ahead, as well as for other tell-tale signs such as a break in the line of buildings or parked 
cars. The markings tell you if you are on the major or minor road and who has priority. 

You need to look out for them as you may run straight over them – across traffic! 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  

 

Unmarked Crossroads. 

Unmarked crossroads (Left below) are crossroads that have no road markings or traffic signs on 
approach to indicate which road has the priority. If there is nothing to say which direction gets 
the priority then neither one does.  Lines may have worn away or be covered by snow.    

 



The safest way to use this type of junction is to assume that neither of the roads has priority. 
Pull up near the junction and make sure that you look effectively in all directions before you 
move off again.  If you are involved in an accident at this type of junction then it is 
automatically half your fault, because if you had stopped and given way then the accident would 
not have happened. The same of course applies to the driver of the other vehicle. 

 

Priority at marked junctions 

A marked junction (Below) has rules that you must follow; 

Look out for the stop and give way road markings; 

running across the road ahead of you - you're on the minor road - stop or give way. 

 running to the left and right of you - you're on the major road - you have priority. 

 

If both cars are going straight on and it’s clear – both can go 

If both cars are going left and it’s clear – both can go 

The problem arises when one car wants to cross the other cars path – i.e. the white car wants to 
go straight on but the red car wants to go right. The rule is; any car crossing the path of 
another has to wait and make their turn after the car has passed. 

 

But what if both cars need to turn right? 

There are a number of ways to handle this situation. Let’s take the safest first; 

1. You wait and let the other car go first. This is the best solution as you know you are 
safe. There’s no chance of confusion. 



	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  

2. Offside to offside.  As you can see in the top picture, both cars go around the back of 
each other allowing a better view of any following cars. Oncoming traffic also has a good 
view of you. 

3. Nearside to nearside. In the bottom picture, you can see that the red and white spoil 
each other’s view of cars that may be following. You must take extra care. This is the 
most common method you will see out on the road. It is the easiest way to keep traffic 
flowing when traffic is quite heavy. By turning in front of each other you allow following 
cars wishing to turn right to follow on behind you. If you all tried to turn behind each 
other this would be much more time consuming and awkward.	  	  Some large crossroads 
actually encourage this method due to the way it keeps traffic flowing. Look out for 
painted arrows to direct you in front of the oncoming traffic. 

                        If you aren't getting in anyone's way, it's your priority. 

If you need to cross the path of others, it's their priority. 

Advanced stop lines. Some junctions have advanced stop lines or bus advance areas to allow 
cycles and buses to be positioned ahead of other traffic. Motorists, including motorcyclists, 
MUST stop at the first white line reached, and should avoid encroaching on the marked area. If 
your vehicle has proceeded over the first white line at the time the signal goes red, you MUST 
stop at the second white line, even if your vehicle is in the marked area.    



              

 

How to use a Box Junction 

Box junctions make it possible to keep the flow of traffic moving and therefore keep the 
junction clear, by preventing traffic from stopping in the path of crossing traffic. 

Use the Mirror, Signal, Manoeuvre routine (MSM) early and this will give you time to assess the 
junction before you get there.  

This diagram shows a box junction at traffic lights.   

   

You should enter the box junction if you wish to turn right and your path is blocked by oncoming 
traffic. 

It is OK for you to wait on the yellow criss-cross providing your exit road is clear. 

If you wait outside the box in these circumstances, you could fail your driving test. 

When the way is clear move away smartly and do not cause an obstruction.  

Be careful when queuing inside the box junction as you may not have time to clear the junction 
before the traffic lights change 

This diagram shows when you should not enter the box junction 



 

You MUST NOT enter the box until your exit road or lane is clear.  

Because there is a line of traffic already in the road on the right, there is no room for you to 
join this queue without blocking the flow of traffic shown by the yellow cars.  

In these circumstances you should NOT enter the box. 

If you enter the box in these circumstances, you could fail your driving test. 

                                                   

	  

 


