
The driving theory test for cars and motorcycles    

	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	    
How the theory test works 

The theory test is made up of a multiple-choice part and a hazard perception part. You 
need to pass both parts to pass the theory test. If you pass one part and fail the 
other, you’ll fail the whole test, and you’ll need to take both parts again. 

The questions in the multiple-choice test will depend on the category of vehicle you are 
hoping to get a licence for. For example, a motorcycle theory test will contain questions 
that don’t appear in any other test. 

For the hazard perception test there are no separate versions for different vehicles, 
but the pass mark is different for them. 

Preparing for the multiple-choice part 

To prepare for the multiple-choice part of the theory test you should use 3 books 
known as the ‘source material’.  

They are: 

    The Highway Code 

    ‘Know your traffic signs’ 

    The relevant book from the ‘Essential skills’ range 

You could buy all the publications from most high street book shops or even cheaper 
off the internet. You can also download the ‘Know your traffic signs’ booklet free from 
the www.gov.uk website.  

You could buy an interactive DVD which has all 3 of the above on and a quiz section 
where you can take a full mock test. ( Best: ‘The Official DSA Complete Theory Test 
Kit’ Latest edition). 



You can also get an app for your phone. ( Best; ‘The official DSA Theory Test Kit For 
Car Drivers’ ) 

( The Driving Standards Agency set the tests so are the best) 

Online practice theory test 

You can take a practice theory test online. There are hundreds of sites offering a free 
test.  (Try www.gov.uk website).  They only include multiple choice questions and do not 
include the hazard perception part. 

At the theory test centre 

You aren’t allowed to take any personal items into the test room with you in case you 
cheat. All your personal items must be stored in the lockers provided. 

If you’re found with any prohibited items in the testing room your test will be stopped, 
you’ll be asked to leave and you’ll lose your test fee. 

Once you’re in the test room you aren’t allowed to talk to or distract other candidates. 

The multiple-choice part 

Before the test starts you’ll be given instructions on how it works. 

You can choose to do a practice session of multiple-choice questions to get used to the 
layout of the test. At the end of the practice session the real test will begin. 

A question and several possible answers will appear on a computer screen - you have to 
select the correct answer. Some questions may need more than one answer. 

You can move between questions and ‘flag’ questions that you want to come back to 
later in the test. 

Some car and motorcycle questions will be given as a case study. The case study will 
show a short story then 5 questions on real life examples and experiences you could 
come across when you’re driving 

The car and motorcycle multiple-choice part lasts for 57 minutes and the pass mark is 
43 out of 50. 

After the multiple-choice part you can choose to have a break of up to 3 minutes 
before the hazard perception part starts. 


