
Pedestrian Crossings 

 
Ever since the cars invention around 1885 there have been problems mixing 
pedestrians with traffic. After the First World War, large numbers of vehicles 
were available and people had been trained to drive them. As the number of 
vehicles on the road rose, so did the accident figures. A solution had to be 
found. 

History. The development of the pedestrian crossings goes hand in hand with 
technical advances. Early attempts at crossings were poor as they were difficult 
to see and seemingly there were no rules for using them until the Highway Code 
was introduced in 1931. 

 

  

 The Zebra crossing is the oldest established form of controlled pedestrian 
crossing. These are identifiable by black and white stripes across the road, zig-
zag markings either side of the crossing and flashing yellow beacons on poles on 
both sides of the road. White give way lines run next to the crossing. This 
marks where drivers should stop if the crossing is being used. 

The zigzag lines ban waiting or parking and prohibit vehicles from overtaking 
one another. Failure to do this could result in a fine of up to a £1000, three 
penalty points, or disqualification. 



As you approach a zebra crossing 

* Identify the crossing as early as possible. 

* look out for pedestrians waiting to cross. 

* Check your mirrors.  You may need to slow down so you will need to know how 
close vehicles are behind and what their movements are. Do you need to show 
your brake lights 

* you MUST GIVE WAY when a pedestrian has moved onto a crossing  

* Stop a car length away from the line and put on the parking brake while 
waiting 

* allow more time for stopping on wet or icy roads 

 * do not wave or use your horn to invite pedestrians across; this could be 
dangerous if another vehicle is approaching 

* in traffic, do not block the crossing 

* A zebra crossing with a central island is two separate crossings 

 * When preparing to move off, be aware of pedestrians approaching from the 
sides of the crossing and make sure the crossing is clear. 

 

              

Pelican crossings were introduced in 1969. Safe crossing is controlled by 
traffic lights and a stop line where drivers should stop if the crossing is being 
used. They have the usual traffic light sequence of red, amber and green but 
differ from normal lights in that they have a flashing amber in the sequence of 
lights. The lights are controlled by the pedestrian pressing the button on the 
WAIT box. When the button is pressed, the traffic lights go to Red and the 



person can cross. To prevent the cars from being held for too long, the flashing 
amber begins to flash and providing there is no-one on the crossing, the cars can 
move off. Zig-zag markings are laid on both the approaches and the exits to the 
crossing. The zigzag lines ban waiting or parking and prohibit vehicles from 
overtaking one another. Failure to do this could result in a fine of up to a 
£1000, three penalty points, or disqualification. 

As you approach a Pelican crossing 

* Identify the crossing as early as possible. 

* look out for pedestrians waiting to cross. 

* Check your mirrors. You may need to slow down so you will need to know how 
close vehicles are behind and what their movements are.  

* allow more time for stopping on wet or icy roads 

* Stop a car length away from the line and put on the parking brake while 
waiting 

* Remain still until the lights allow you to go. 

*Give way to anyone still crossing after the signal for vehicles has changed to 
green. This advice applies to all crossings. 

Pelican crossings which go straight across the road are one crossing, even when 
there is a central island. You MUST wait for pedestrians who are crossing from 
the other side of the island. 

Puffin, Toucan and equestrian crossings. These are similar to pelican 
crossings, but there is no flashing amber phase. They are pedestrian user 
friendly crossings. An electronic sensor detects when a pedestrian is on the 
crossing and when the crossing is clear. If the crossing is clear, the electronic 
sensor will change the traffic light sequence and allow the traffic to flow again. 

As you approach a Puffin Crossing 

Use the same method as for the Pelican Crossing. 

If a signal-controlled crossing is not working, proceed with extreme caution. 



    

The School Crossing is controlled by a crossing guard or Lollipop Person 
wearing a very bright uniform or coat and carrying a Stop sign. The stop sign 
has the word "STOP", and a black strip is used to record, with chalk, the 
registration numbers of motorists that do not stop. In some places, there may 
be a flashing amber signal below the ‘School’ warning sign which tells you that 
there may be children crossing the road ahead. Drive slowly until you are clear 
of the area. 

As you approach a School crossing 

* Identify the crossing as early as possible by the signs and coat. 

* look out for pedestrians waiting to cross. 

* Check your mirrors. You may need to slow down so you will need to know how 
close vehicles are behind and what their movements are.  

* allow more time for stopping on wet or icy roads    

* Reduce speed and be prepared to stop 

*   Obey instructions given by the guard 

* Stop at least a car length away and put on the parking brake while waiting 

* Remain still until the guard has returned to the pavement before moving off 

 You must obey signals given by police officers, traffic officers and traffic 
wardens. Failure to do this could result in a fine of up to a £1000, three penalty 
points, or disqualification. 


